





Ljubljana Cathedral, August 22nd, 2014

Arms and all forms of war and totalitarian violence shall be silenced forever In Remembrance of victims of totalitarian regimes

On April 2009 the European Parliament brought out a resolution that August 23rd be proclaimed as »The European Day of Remembrance for the Victims of All Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes« in the 20th century with its goal to remember all victims of mass exiles and killings which goes with encouraging the democratic values for peace and stability enforcement in Europe and the whole world.

Regardless to the fact that the Slovenian government adopted Remembrance Day in 2012, many manifestations of that day were held from 2009 (Rajhenburg Castle, Štanjel, Atrium of Conventuals in Ptuj, Monastery yard in Mekinje, Main Square in Kobarid), while the first official manifestation was on August 23rd, 2012.
The twentieth century was the most progressive in many ways, significantly marked by two world wars and indescribable atrocities, all deriving from totalitarianisms: Fascism, Nazism and Communism. The cost of all totalitarianisms was extremely high: approximately 245 million 286 thousand of human lives, which named the century as the bloodiest century (the number encompasses also victims of clans, liberational, civil and similar wars of other continents).
Author Nigel Jones in his article »From Stalin to Hitler, the most murderous regimes in the world«  (1) confirms that statement. In the First World War 21 states were involved together with approximately 10 million victims, while the Second World War involved 32 world states with approximately 50 million of victims. The time in between Wars marked the number of 45 million 600 thousand victims as a result of fascist, nazi and communist hunts, civil wars and other battles. Even greater mass murder appeared in the second half of previous century with 110 millions 220 thousands of victims of totalitarian regimes.
In our consciousness stays the conviction that in human history from Cain on, fight is always present, greater or smaller battles, longer or shorter wars, which all originated new historical movement, whole-planet achievement or key social change. We are in great danger to generalise the idea of war and revolution with various forms of violence as an effective method for civilizational progress. To not be harmed by the idea, it is enough to cite these numbers of human victims and the degree of that civilisation becomes evident.
Each war, just or unjust, world or local, civil or religious, has one core characteristic: it is a triumph of the stronger and it is indeed a victory of violence, but with the same force it is a grave loss of humanity.

In this year, Slovenia and many other European countries witnessed many great events commemorating the centennial of the beginning of The First World War, the War, which is also the Mother of the Second World War and other tensions and battles, marking the history and destiny of a bigger part of humankind in the 20th century.
By encompassed territory, involved forces number and methods used, the First World War exceeded all known expectations in history of mankind, so it was called The Great War. It is widely known that it was not caused by the Sarajevo assassination which was only a well prepared scenery while the preparations were going on for more than a decade. With that in mind, we could easily ask where were the efforts to solve rising tensions peacefully, for it was and is known as well that every war and violence predominantly leads to bigger hatred  and new tensions.

The peculiar dimensions of The Great War were brought to us as Papal warnings by pope Benedict XV, who succeeded pope Pius X right at the beginning of the war. By three Apostolic Exhortations (Ubi primum, Allorche' fummo chiamati, Des le debut) and two Encyclicals (Quodiam Diu, Ad beatissimi apostolorum) he was like a passanger on a wild train with a destination to death, while searching for emergency breaks in vain. By the letters he knocked to the minds of worldly rulers and called to halt battles and to peaceful solution of the conflicts, but at the same time he appealed to the conscience of Christians on all sides of front lines.

We may consider his acts as not fruitful, nevertheless, he contributed greatly to involve a certain amount of humanity while caring for wounded and with mutual respect to some of humanitarian rules during fight stops; further more, the enemies would be also exchanging tobacco or celebrating Christmas or Easter together, which was not fancied by military authorities, implying the negative influence on L'Esprite des Corps. But such examples show that there was a certain influence of papal encouragements to respect the life of every human. By Apostolic Exhortation »Des le debut« he addressed rulers and involved nations, the pope introduced guidelines for peaceful solution of conflicts and fundaments for just society rooted on principles of Christian brotherly love, society, where there is mutual respect to all regardless of nation, politics or religion; by the end of war pope issued the Encyclical »Quodiam Diu« addressed to Patriarchs, Primases, Archbishops, Bishops and other Ecclesiastic Authorities, containing an indirect message to civil leaders for an upcoming peace conference about the necessity to establish a legal just society with peaceful coexistence of all, possibly by concern with Christian values. This Document is the main idea of »Society of Nations«, the predecessor of United Nations, founded in Paris, April 1919, as an immediate response to the First World War with its goal to establish international peace. It was the first international organisation directed to understand collective safety.
This institution (or both of them) became an important and irreplaceable component and a symbol of preservation of peace, but the unique responsibility of every single part of »human family« still holds. Peace is not given for granted.

Whilst reading »The memories of a simple Christian«, the book of a prominent Italian Author, Writer and Publisher, a politician and a man who longed for genuine Christian life, I was deeply moved by his own witnessing as a young intellectual and Christian during the Great War, loyalty to his convictions, regardless to possible consequences. The Author was Igino Giordani (1894-1980), for whom the process of beatification just started. I knew him personally, therefore his message is even more valuable to me. Here is a brief exerpt of his words from the chapter »The War«:
»…The First World War emerged. Nationalists, poisoned by anti-Austrian literature finally saw an opportunity to re-establish Augustus' Roman Empire, to collect points with fine words and to get a nice job with a rapid career without effort. They started to manifest on city squares, drunk of war incitement. I was there too, to protest against the war and I made it so public that it provoked a well-known one to ask me: »Do you really want to get killed...?«

Evidently. At my best, I couldn't understand how it is possible to give birth to a child, involve enormous efforts with his upbringing and schooling, and then to send him into the battle, to kill absolutely foreign, anonymous, innocent people and most likely fall because of one's fire, who was also guiltless. I was pushed by the ridiculousness of war, its nonsense and was most of all hurt by the sin even greater because of incitements and apparent elation leading to tragic solutions.
The Gospel, a part of me because of thorough consideration by then, enlightened me by duty to do good, not to kill; to forgive, not to revenge. I had a mind of my own and foresaw the absurd of militant marches, where those of righteousness would not take part in prey but those with cannons; not to the righteous, but to the aggressive and violent.

In »Bright May« 1915 I was enlisted. So many trumpets, glorious speeches and colours! In my inner, with all that the rejection was growing, a rejection to famous battles and even more to authorities who were to care for the welfare and were fulfilling this duty by sending hundreds of thousands of sons of their own nation to death and by the depletion of wealth of our homeland. So primitive! I pitied millions of human beings, having their brains washed by the idea of holiness of the war, even supported by some clerics blessing the cannons which first-line goal was to insult God with the killing of peoples – brothers, who were baptised in the same baptism...
My own understanding of patriotism was quite the opposite. My comprehension was in love as serving, searching for good, growing welfare, building up a joyous cohesion; growth, not destruction of life... After short field training ... I reached the trench on the river Soča and joined the 111th Land Division.
The trench! The place where my trainings ended and a life of death embrace by cannon projectiles began. The mud, cold, dirt and a comforting knowledge that every single fellow soldier opposed to the mass murder named war, knowing it is just a simple killing of  a fellow human. Every normal human being would resist to that.

Noticing all that, I firmed my conviction about the truth that the future later confirmed. When a statesman promulgates a war, we can freely say, he is an enemy to the nation for he causes misery and murder to his own nation. In the most recent past, the war was chosen by Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini. These three madmen are a sign to us all, never to underestimate the danger of taking over the power of authority by someone with possible genocide inclination... At the front, I shot five or six times in the air, because I had to: but I would never shoot directed to the trench on the other side, fearing I might kill God's child.

I found out that that there are so many deaths during the war not because of the one's will to kill the other, but rather because a of shower of random missiles. In Oslavje by the ruins At Fabris, there I had my agony. What happened contents the poetry »Faces of Deceased« I wrote in hospital during my three years of reconvalescence. I finished with the verse: »Damned war.«
It was totally illogical in what manner cold have some, despite the of brightness of St. Francis, a religion made an excuse for military politics. It was later that I understood that a religious thought and its realisation and contextualising grow gradually. 

Nowadays it is prominent that the Holy Bible rejects all forms of war. As it was my finding by the end of war, the time we used in trenches, if we used it to work, all the debts would be paid and no war would get started. But that was a rational consideration. The war was a decision against rational...«
We could state these for every war and every totalitarianism, it always appears where an idea as an abstract principle prevails over the importance of »human«; in that regard all totalitarianisms are radically non-human, for they form a tiny little detail pass the human and form a brand new false whole but in absence of community dimension, which is fundamental and a kind of humankind' DNA.
Let us the 100th Anniversary of the beginning of the Great War or The First World War from the individuals up to the Slovene national and European international Community as whole, and foremost to children of great human family, confirms the wish and decision to all over (in personal and political life) witness for mutual respect and non-altruistic fellowship and thus become genuine bearers of stabile peace.
This nobility shall become our response to all evil caused by both wars and totalitarian regimes of the 20th century and simultaneously the most beautiful gift to humankind of today and for the future.
Silvester Gaberšček, (univ.dipl.etnolog – kulturni antropolog in prof.soc.), Sekretar na Ministrstvu za kulturo

Notes:
1) zapis na spletu iz 20. Januarja 2012; http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/moslive/article-2091670/Hitler-Stalin-The-murderous-regimes-world.html.
2) v I. svetovni vojni je padlo 5.525 mio vojakov, 12 mio in 831 tisoč jih je bilo ranjenih in 4 mio 121 tisoč pogrešanih. Ocena v I. vojni padlih Slovencev se vrti okoli 35.000.

3) v II. svetovni vojni je bilo mrtvih 14 mio vojakov in 36 mio civilistov. Po zadnjih podatkih Inštituta za novejšo zgodovino iz Ljubljane je med temi 97.457 slovenskih žrtev.
4) Nigel Jones v že navedenem prispevku navaja, da je bilo na področju nekdanje Jugoslavije skupne države 570.000 povojnih žrtev takratnega režima.
5) »Ubi primum« Esort. Apost., Benedikta XV. z dne 8.9.1914, »Allorche' fummo chiamati«, Esort. Apost. z dne 28.7.1915, »Des le Debut«, Esortazione Apostolica z dne 1.8.1917
6) »Ad beatissimi apostolorum«, Lettera Enciclica z dne 1.11.1914 in »Quodiam Diu«, Lettera Enciclica z dne 1.12.1918
7)  Igigno Giordani, Memorie di un cristiano ingenuo, Roma, Città nuova, 1981 (in naslednje izdaje 1984, 1994); odlomek objavljen v  reviji Novi svet, št. 6, Ljubljana 2014, st. 6-7
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