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Homily at the Memorial Mass in Ljubljana Cathedral, Slovenia, 220900AVG2014, Jože Plut, PhD, Chief of Chaplains.  President to the liturgy mons. Andrej Glavan, president of Slovene Bishops Conference.  Readings (daily): Ezk 37,1-14, Mt 22,34-40.

Brethren, distinguished guests,

Our world is spiritually desertificated. Spiritual desertification comes »as the result of attempts by some societies to build without God or to eliminate their Christian roots« (HH Francis in Evengelii gaudium - EG 86). By that, it is not my claim that in our postmodern, post communistic, laycistic and secularised societies merely believers or Christians struggle forward to goodness in society, its welfare and growth, material and spiritual. Most certainly not! The same pope said: »As believers, we also feel close to those who do not consider themselves part of any religious tradition, yet sincerely seek the truth, goodness and beauty which we believe have their highest expression and source in God. We consider them as precious allies in the commitment to defending human dignity, in building peaceful coexistence between peoples and in protecting creation.« These places of encounter enable “believers and non-believers to engage in dialogue 'about fundamental issues of ethics, art and science, and about the search for transcendence.' This too is a path to peace in our troubled world« (EG 257),

Acculturating this Christian attitude, opened to everything and everybody longing for truth, beauty and common good, into reality of present historical moment in Slovenia accompanied with recalling the 100th Anniversary of the beginning of the First World War – The Great War, as well as the 70th Anniversary of the end of the Second World War, which is at sight, a rapid overview displays:

· The Great War supposed to bring peace with its end but brought an era of uncertainty, guilt, unfairness and tensions between individual nations and within them. Particular nations craved for national state but at the end lost up to the third of their territory. Other nations were obliged to pay a war retribution, which they were not able. Thus, all the nations remained without millions for they were killed and suffered material exhaustion. Hence the era in midst of Wars enjoyed provisional peace, for it didn't root in justice!” The Church teaches: »There is no peace without justice« and HH Francis in Korea said to politicians and diplomats: »Peace is not merely the absence of war.«
· The vast abyss between social classes, poverty itself and unjust at some places during the war and else afterwards, created suitable conditions for certain ideas to grow and granted them enormous power and they found followers in disappointed and impoverished crowds. These very circumstances logically rationalised those ideas as »final« solutions with the character of redemption – they were totalitaristic. On the other side of the coin we tend to constantly miss the fact of its rooting on idea of socialism, fragranced by nationalisms/internationalism and/or socialism/communism.
· The rejection of old did not expectably result in freedom, although the old world was »coined in chains«, which in some moment certainly was. People found themselves in a trap of »freedom according to man«, where »the man« was not defined. They were trapped so intensively that the cost was not important anymore: the new systems, using internal and external coercion, struggled to rule over the individual and society, private and public, internal and external, spiritual and material. The idea wanted to be absolute, total. For example: the reason why they had to influence the affairs of the Church eventhough the religion was officially very private, for their fear of freethinkers might emerge. Similarly, we recall those who for the human dignity and our longing for freedom rejected totalitarism and didn’t want to take part in the crowd of controlled. 

The individual survived exclusively as a part of the community, a part of whole society – the System. Clear systems with their certain methods to goal accomplishment became evident.
· The First World War fruitfully shot itself into the totalitarisms and a new war and, yes, to the blossoming of totalitarisms. The consequences, direct and indirect, long and short term – the deficit of hundreds of millions of victims of totalitarisms is still felt today.
There is one other consequence we feel – the fear! Totalitarisms struggle to control all regardless of price hence they involve terror, violence, coercion and oppressive control. Fear! Born in fear, raised in fear – those will hardly make a step out of the crowd control system, claiming what one might say... The guardians of the system, party colleagues, who are very vigil in media using pseudonyms. Many would like to come here, they said, but here they are not.

Respect toward human dignity, a critical distance to the past and love toward truth oblige us to consider Europe in 20th century with the eyes of just, peace, respect to human rights and human dignity. One who reads and thinks might consider some acts as not human worthy, several fundamental human rights violated, human dignity stepped on, millions of victims due to wars because of totalitarisms and at least similar number, if not more, due to constant internal »purifications« within the totalitaristic systems.
And an eternal question: Why? The rejection of transcendent produces »a growing deterioration of ethics, a weakening of the sense of personal and collective sin, and a steady increase in relativism. These have led to a general sense of disorientation... In response, we need to provide an education which teaches critical thinking and encourages the development of mature moral values« (EG64). Pope Francis stated it for the present, but could be implied to the past century as well.
Speaking on human dignity, rights, either political, religious, race or any other diversities, one is important: they must not be and address to persecution, harassing the dignity, killing, abolishing the ones good name, marginalisation, certain individuals or groups absolute erasing out of memory, pushing them into anonymity even after death... That is what totalitarism did. They ousted individuals and groups into anonymity and oblivion.
Truthful he is, Pope Francis, saying: »The dignity of the human person and the common good rank higher than the comfort of those who refuse to renounce their privileges. When these values are threatened, a prophetic voice must be raised« (EG 218).
Brothers and sister, out of readings we heard today, let us not allow to lay dry bones alone, wrapped with muscles and skin without life in them, but enable them to receive breath of God, to be named and granted dignity, which was taken away from them. God Almighty awaits for us to take a decision, so he will start the process of healing, the process of a dignified life for all, for the killed in for those who have taken away their breath.
As today’s Gospel quotes on the core of values: »Love the Lord, thine God...« and »Love thy neighbour as much as you love yourself!« Right, but in what manner? Jesus teaches: »with all your heart, soul and mind.« Diligently listening, he uncovers the necessity of intentions and will but rational and mindful decisions as well. Therefore, sisters and brothers, not merely by heart and soul but in harmony with fundamental and rational decision for the human, common welfare, truth etc. The fundamental decision to do that is rational and is necessary for it will represent an epochal event.
In Slovenia, it has not been done yet, at least concerning the victims of totalitarisms. But the clear decision needs to be made by believers and nonbelievers. Not exclusively for the victims, eventhough, but for the truth, our children, welfare, common good and our future.

Amen.
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